
 

 
PLAN 298.3 (3-credit units) 
Urban Design and Active Transportation 
AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS 
 

May 15–25, 2023 
 
 
Application deadline: February 1, 2023 

 
Overview and Course Description 
This is an experiential learning course, whereby students are 

encouraged to view the city around them as a classroom and gain new knowledge through “lived and shared 
experiences”. This course explores the various ways in which the public realm has been privileged over the 
realm of the private vehicle to achieve a wide array of be benefits that includes public comfort, health and 
wellbeing, safety and enjoyment. It looks at how cities’ urban design elements, urban form aspects, and active 
transportation components have been integrated to achieve the previous goals. 
 

Students will experience, first-hand, humanistic urban design from innovative public works, people-
centered pedestrian streets, plazas, urban playgrounds, parks, and amenities to bicycle, pedestrian and transit 
elements and networks. Other aspects of urban design and innovative public policy will be also explored. The 
course will take place in one of the most bikeable cities in the world, Amsterdam, which makes it a template for 
what is possible for other cities around the world. 
 
Learning Objective 
The purpose of the course is to help students develop their understanding of the humanistic urban design strategies 
and active transportation planning concepts that can be used to improve people’s experiences and contribute to the 
overall health and wellbeing of society. 
Knowledge At the end of this course, students are expected to be able to: 

• Explain why humanistic urban design is important in developing cities and communities  
• Communicate the breadth of urban design and active transport network features used to enhance public life using 

Amsterdam as an example; 
• Critique the specific design elements of selected public spaces, sidewalks, streets, transport elements that make 

Amsterdam a leading example of using active transportation and quality of life internationally; and 
• Assess the potential to transfer specific design elements to Saskatoon, Canada, or another city with which 

the student is familiar. 
 

Skills At the end of this course, students are expected to be able to: 
• Undertake independent enquiry and self-directed learning; 
• Demonstrate critical analysis and reflection skills; 
• Evaluate options to improve the built environment by infusing humanistic urban design elements; 
• Critically discuss active transportation network element integrations with urban design features; 
• Develop improved confidence and demonstrate independence in self-directed way-finding;  
• Lead topical discussions with peers, with supportive prompts and assistance provided by the instructor; and 
• Transmit a clear perspective on the key city elements of humanistic urban design and networks visually, 

orally and in writing. 
 
Prerequisites: 
GEOG 240.3 or 12 c.u. of Social Science and/or Humanities or permission of the instructor.  
Note: This course is offered as a taught-abroad opportunity only. It involves extensive outdoor physical activity (walking, 
cycling).  
 



 

 
Faculty Instructors:  
Dr. Ehab Diab, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Planning  
E: ehab.diab@usask.ca 
 
How to Apply: 
Application forms are available online from the Study Abroad Website now. 
https://students.usask.ca/academics/study-abroad/term-taughtabroad.php 
 
For more information and to submit applications, contact:  
LaVina Watts, Program Manager, ARTS 119.5, AandS.Abroad@usask.ca  
 
Cost: 

 USask tuition: approx. ~$730 for  credit units (individual registration and payment) 
 Program fee: approx. $1,700 (incl. accommodation, meals, ground transport on-site, does NOT 

include USask tuition) 
 Lunches and dinners: approx. $500 
 Flights: approx. $1,400 
 Other costs: (travel and medical insurance; personal expenses (souvenirs), airport transfers etc.) 

 
Financial Assistance: 
Guaranteed TRAVEL FUNDING of at min. $1550 (for all Canadian undergrad students taking the course for credit.) 

• ALL students taking the course for credit will receive $1000 Global Engagement Scholarship. This scholarship 
is meant to help offset costs related to studying abroad (must be taking the course for credit to be eligible). 

• The Global Skills Opportunity award (funded by Global Skills Opportunity, the Government of Canada’s 
outbound mobility pilot program) provides all Canadian undergraduate students in Arts and Science with a 
minimum of $550.  

o Students for whom international experiences have traditionally been less accessible—
specifically Indigenous students, students from low-income backgrounds and those with 
disabilities, may be eligible to receive up to $4000 

Arts and Science Study Abroad Awards and Scholarships Students Can Apply for if Eligible. 
  
Name of Award Value Selection Criteria 
Global Skill Opportunity Award 
This project is funded by the Government of 
Canada’s Outbound Student Mobility Pilot Program. 

$1,000 - $6,000 Value: depending on eligibility 
This new funding opportunity is intended to increase 
the number of underrepresented students 
(indigenous, low income, or with disabilities) to 
study abroad. Application details to come. 

Gail Appel Study Abroad Award $1,000 Based on academic achievement and financial need 

James Barney Smythe International Travel 
Scholarship $1,000 Based on academic achievement and financial need 

McEwan Student Travel Scholarship $2,500 Based on academic achievement and financial need 

That Ngo Fund for Study Abroad $1,000 Based on academic achievement and financial need 
 
Payment Schedule: 
A $500 non-refundable deposit will be due upon acceptance into the program. 
The remainder of the program fee is due in March 2023 (details will be specified in the acceptance letter). 
Program fee payments will be made Online through a link provided after acceptance to program. 


